


HOVERINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Hoveringham Parish Council held in the Village Hall
on Tuesday 22nd November 2022 at 7.00 pm

Present: Cllrs. Dawn Parker Hall (DP), Helen Nall (HN/Chairman), David Hall (DH). Nick Collen (NC), Ros Hill (RS) and Jo Rooney (JR).
In attendance: LJ Campbell (Clerk) and Cllr Roger Jackson

To Receive and note Public Participation:  There were no members of public present.

114/22	To receive and accept apologies for the absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Sharpe. 

115/22	To receive and note declarations of interest.
Cllrs Rooney, Hill, Hall, Nall and Parker declared an interest in item 120/22 d and applied, in writing, for a dispensation, which was granted, to take part in the discussion and to vote. I signed a dispensation although actually, I don’t have an interest – maybe remove my name?

116/22	To approve and sign the Minutes from the meeting held on 25th October 2022.
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

117/22	To receive the Clerk’s report.
a.	Update on bank closure:  clerk gave the cheque book and bank statement to NC who will get the cheque signed; clerk will send bank details to NC to deposit cheque.

118/22	To receive reports from NCC and NSDC Councillors
(RJ arrived at 19h13) RJ reminded the PC about his discretionary fund and to let him know if we have a project that it would be suitable for.  RJ met up with the Scouts and they are re-submitting their amended planning application. Kerbside glass collection is presently out for consultation and residents can comment via the NSDC website.  The garden waste bins are increasing by £2 to £37. The consultation for the combined authority is also out. (RJ left at 20h26).  The mammoth – HN has liaised with Thurgarton Parish Council to consider the ongoing maintenance of the Mammoth – ongoing. Clerk to add to both Thurgarton and Hoveringham Parish Council meeting agendas – possibly February/March.  Dawn will get the required information to inform the decision.

119/22	To note and approve Financial Matters
a.	Payments totalling £526.92 were approved.
b.	To note receipts – there were no receipts to note
c.	The latest Bank Reconciliation was approved.
d.	To receive figures for the 2023-24 Budget: Kings Coronation, remaining tree works (Clerk to get quote from NSDC I think we decided to defer the o/s tree works for now? LJ was going to inform Ben STacey), legal costs for the new village hall lease – HN will ask the diocese for recommendations, village hall rent. All Cllrs bring costs for any projects or areas of spending that they expect for the year 23-24 to the January meeting. NC will provide figures for approval – all agreed to meet half an hour before the January meeting. 
120/22	To note, consider and comment on Planning Matters
a.	Applications: 22/02154/HOUSE | 4 Manor Farm, single side extension – SUPPORT with comments
	22/01332/HOUSE | 5 Homeleigh, insert two roof windows - SUPPORT.
b.	Decisions: 22/01112/FUL | Land, Hoveringham Road, erection of agricultural building – PERMITTED
c.	To consider recent alterations at The Reindeer, Item 13 page 18 of the Parish Council Standing Orders was read out and written dispensations were received from Cllrs who declared an interest so as to allow those Parish Councillors to participate in a discussion, and vote.  Dispensations were requested on the basis that in each case if the shareholdings constituted a disclosable pecuniary interest: 
i. without the dispensation the number of persons prohibited from participating in the particular business would be so great a proportion of the meeting transacting the business as to impede the transaction of the business; 
ii. granting the dispensation is in the interests of persons living in the Parish Council’s area who have raised the issue with the Parish Council and requested the issues be debated; and
iii. there is no direct pecuniary advantage to the Parish Councillor from being allowed to vote.

It was agreed that it was appropriate for the dispensations to be granted, and the agenda item was then considered. The PC has received enquiries from parishioners about the introduction of a larger external window, for which planning/conservation consent is required but no consent has been obtained.  It was felt that the PC has a duty to consider complaints and represent all parishioner concerns and it was noted that although it is not the Parish Council’s responsibility to enforce such concerns, it was appropriate for it to pass on parishioner’s concerns to the appropriate body to enable those concerns to be properly considered. It was therefore agreed to inform planning but to include the information received from the Landlord company (in response to concerns raised by the PC) that the Tenant was currently making the required planning application.
* It has subsequently been clarified that under the terms of the Localism Act 2011 and the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012, that only two of the Parish Councillors who were shareholders (and whose spouse also held shares) held a sufficient shareholding so as to count as a disclosable pecuniary interest- the level being £25,000 or 1/100th of the total issued share capital (being in this case £327,201). Those Parish Councillors had applied for and been granted a dispensation.


121/22	To receive an update on Village Hall matters and note any necessary actions.
DP has drafted an agreement to confirm that:
i. after settling any debts or liabilities of the Committee, the funds transferred by the Committee to Hoveringham Parish Council shall be used for the benefit of the Village Hall such that the Village Hall and its facilities may be operated and maintained to a high standard and remain available as a community resource for the benefit of the residents of Hoveringham; and
ii. that the funds received from the Committee shall be received into, held and accounted for in a separate account so as to be separated out from the general funds of Hoveringham Parish Council.
This was signed and will be presented at a meeting on Friday 25th November. A date for dissolution would be requested for 31st March 2023 to allow for a smooth transition and the PC will take over the accounts as from the 1st April 2023. 

122/22	To consider Cemetery and Churchyard matters (if any). 
It was reported that there are a lot of rabbits on site. It was agreed to introduce the new fee structure as from 1st January 2022. HN and Clerk to meet and update the burial register and the planned layout. HN questioned the non-use of hoarding around the scaffolding at the back of the Church as the PC had to pay extra for hoarding around the scaffolding when the clock was being fixed to comply with insurance requirements; it was felt that there was a lack of consistency from the architect. 

123/22	To receive a report on the Defibrillator. 
It was confirmed that all was in good working order.

124/22	To receive an update on Chapel Field matters and note any necessary actions.
a.	To receive update from the working party: there was nothing new to update – ongoing. HN will follow-up the sign for the park which denotes the dog exclusion zone.

125/22 To consider, note and action Highways issues.
HN asked Gareth Johnson from NCC for an update on the double yellow lines and the BT manhole under the layby; Two objections have been received against the double yellow lines so they will be considered. If the council agree to proceed, the project will be added to the annual programme of works and a Traffic Regulation Order will be applied for by Highways. Highways are investigating the BT manhole and will ask BT to make it safe. The grips at Ferry Farm have been cleared and is these are draining well.

126/22	HR Committee update
It was agreed that the Clerk’s annual appraisal will take place via Zoom on Wednesday 4th January 2023 via Zoom at 7pm with JR and NC.

127/22 Tarmac/Scout’s Sailing Lake update
See item 118/22

128/22	To consider, note, and action Community & Environment Issues
a.	Hov News quarterly newsletter: ongoing, Cllrs will chase items of interest. It was agreed that simplified Parish Council accounts would be published that met privacy requirements and that the newsletter would link to the website for PC minutes. Clerk to consider how best this could be done.
b.	Emergency Flood Plan update: A Flood Alert has been issued by the Environment Agency. 
Flood Alert in force: River Trent in Nottinghamshire. Flooding is possible for: River Trent in Nottinghamshire from Castle Donington to Cromwell Weir. Be prepared.
River levels are forecast to rise at the Shardlow river gauge as a result of heavy rainfall. Consequently, flooding of farmland and some roads and cellars is possible tonight. Flooding is expected to begin between 03:00 and 09:00, 23/11/2022. Areas most at risk are low-lying agricultural land and roads including communities near to the river Trent, and cellars of low-lying properties at Cavendish Bridge. 
Further rainfall is forecast Wednesday morning. We expect river levels to remain high tomorrow, 23/11/2022.
We are closely monitoring the situation. Please avoid using low-lying footpaths near local watercourses and plan driving routes to avoid low-lying roads near rivers, which may be flooded. This message will be updated by 09:00 on 23/11/2022, or as the situation changes.

129/22	To agree action regarding The King’s Coronation – defer to January 2023

130/22 To note and action correspondence received.
An email was received from the Directors of The Reindeer regarding the PC’s declaration of interests and how they would be able to consider item 120/22 c (see item 115/22 and 120/22c).

131/22	To note items for the next meeting Agenda set for 24th January 2023
Budget/precept, salary scales, Coronation.

132/22	Exclusion of Public (Confidential Items) There were no matters to discuss under this item. 

CLOSED: There being no further business the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 20h52.



